
  Water conservation 
Water is our most precious resource; however, it is often taken for granted. Although Minnesota 

appears to have a more than adequate supply of water, increasing demand from domestic, 

agricultural, and industrial water users can strain water resources and municipal water supply 

systems, especially during periods of drought. 

 

Water conservation can reduce the demand placed upon groundwater and surface water sources 

and municipal water supply systems. Conservation can save water users money by reducing 

water bills, or reducing electrical consumption and maintenance costs for private well owners. 

 

Lawn care tips for the summer 
Know your water use 

 To get an idea of your summer water use, compare a winter water bill to a summer one. 

You may be surprised how much more water you use in the summer and how much more 

it costs you. 

 Raise your mowing height to 3 - 4 inches. Long grass requires less water, tolerates heat 

better and helps promote root growth. 

Schedule irrigation wisely 

 Water your lawn no more than 1 inch per week, depending on the type of soil beneath 

your lawn. On clay soil, 1 inch per week may be too much. 

 Once or twice a week watering is better than every other day because it encourages 

deeper roots. 

 Water only in the early morning or evening to avoid evaporation. 

 Allow your lawn to go dormant during dry periods of the summer. Brown is okay during 

the heat of summer. 

Use efficient irrigation systems 

 Install a rain sensor or soil moisture sensor for automatic sprinkler systems. These 

technologies shut off the sprinkler system if it has rained recently. 

 Inspect and replace irrigation spray nozzles. New nozzles are much more efficient than 

old varieties. With the water on, use multiple catch-cans to measure and see if the 

distribution is uniform. Make sure they are not spraying on streets, sidewalks or 

driveways. 

 Repair irrigation systems or hose leaks immediately. 

 Have your automatic sprinkler system inspected by a Certified Landscape Irrigation 

Auditor. They can suggest water efficiency improvements for your sprinkler system and 

help you save water. Consider downsizing or shutting off your irrigation system at least 

in some zones. 


