
Empire Township Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2020 
 

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Chair Terry Holmes at 8:00 PM. 

 

Present were:  Terry Holmes, Jamie Elvestad, Ed Gerten, Charles Seipel, Jeff Hince, Brian 

Hilgardner, and Jane Kansier.   

 

Agenda:  Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the agenda.   Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion 

passed 3-0. 

 

Meeting Minutes: Ed Gerten made a motion to approve the minutes of the Town Board Meeting 

of August 25th, 2020; and the Planning Commission Meeting of September 1st, 2020.  Motion 

passed 3-0. 

 

Treasurer Report: The treasurer’s report showed a General Fund Account balance of $68,193.27 

plus investments and an Escrow Account balance of $2,559.65 plus investments.   

The report included the Statement of Cash Flows through August 2020. 

 

Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the financial report.  Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion 

passed 3-0.   

 

Visitors:  None 

 

Bills to be Paid:  Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the attached list of bills in the 

amount of $59,040.15.  Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion passed 3-0.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Maintenance / Sewer and Water / Road and Bridges 

Jeff Hince reported that there was a lightning strike at the lift station. Many of the lift station 

components had to be replaced.   

 

Park & Rec 

None.  

 

Engineering 

Brian Hilgardner reported that the Highway 3 project will be wrapping up in the next few weeks.  

The contractor will be responsible of working to loosen the gravel and repair Biscayne Ave. 

north of 170th Street.  The Township will be responsible for 10% of that work.  The Town Board 

reviewed a change order in the amount of $281,976.40 for additional soil work that needed to be 

done near the new roundabout.  

 

 Brian is working with the Met Council on getting everything lined up for the 190th Street ditch.   

 

 



Planning 

Jane Kansier presented a memo regarding uses in the Mineral Extraction Overlay District.  The 

Planning Commission discussed this and recommended that parcels meeting the criteria of 10 

acres or less, in the Mineral Extraction Overlay, not currently owned by a mining company, and 

have an existing building on the parcel, can be granted an IUP for a maximum of 10 years that 

would permit contractor’s yards, outdoor storage, trucking companies, and mining related 

businesses.  The Town Board asked for a list of property owners that this would apply to and for 

this to be discussed with the Township attorney to make sure that IUP limits would be easily 

enforceable.  The Town Board would like to review this again before it is brought back to the 

Planning Commission.   

 

The Town Board reviewed Ordinance No. 270 regarding peddling in the Township.  It was 

recommended that a form of identification provided by the Township be required for door to 

door peddlers.  The fee should be increased to $250.  Every newsletter should include reminders 

for how residents should handle door to door peddlers.  Jane will review proposed changes with 

the Township attorney.   

 

COVID-19:  

The Town Board reviewed the list of COVID related expenditures to date.     

 

Old Business: 

None.  

 

New Business: 

The Town Board reviewed the draft Data Practices Act Policy that was returned to the Clerk 

from the Township attorney.  The Town Board and Jane will review.   

 

The Town Board reviewed a letter from Al Singer of the Dakota County Environmental Services 

Department regarding the Land Conservation Plan.  Adjustments were made to proposed land 

that could be set aside as a conservation area in Empire Township.  It will be discussed further at 

the DCTOA Fall Meeting on September 17th.    

 

Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the Dakota County CARES Agreement for election 

reimbursement, including the attached agreement between the State of Minnesota and Dakota 

County.  Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 

FYI: 

The Fall Meeting of the Dakota County Township Officers will be held on Thursday, September 

17th at 7:00 PM at the Empire Public Works Building.  A maximum of two attendees per 

Township can attend in person.   

 

The Town Board Meeting adjourned at 9:03 P.M.  

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 



Terry Holmes Chairman, Town Board 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Charles Seipel, Clerk – Treasurer  

 

 

 

 

 


