
 

 

Empire Township Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2019 
 

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Chairman Terry Holmes at 8:00 PM. 

 

Present were:  Terry Holmes, Jamie Elvestad, Ed Gerten, Charles Seipel, Jeff Hince, Denise 

Williamson, and Jane Kansier.   

 

Agenda:  Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the agenda.   Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion 

passed 3-0. 

 

Meeting Minutes: Ed Gerten made a motion to approve the minutes of the Town Board meeting 

of August 27th, 2019; the Planning Commission meeting of September 3rd, 2019.  Jamie 

Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 

Treasurer Report:   The treasurer’s report showed a General Fund Account balance of 

$27,088.84 plus investments and an Escrow Account balance of $30,059.65 plus investments.  A 

transfer of $30,000 from savings to checking was made on 9/10/2019.  The Township received a 

landscaping escrow deposit in the amount of $22,245 per the landscaping agreement for the 

Feely East solar farm site.     

 

Visitors:  Representatives from the Providence Townhome HOA and developer Mark Pasvogel 

were present to discuss the development agreement for the townhomes.  Terry Holmes noted that 

there are still landscaping items that need to be complete before the remaining escrow funds for 

landscaping and silt fence can be released.  After some discussion, it was agreed upon by the 

Town Board, Mr. Pasvogel, and the Providence Townhome HOA that the following will meet at 

the Providence Townhome site as soon as possible to develop a punch list of items that must be 

completed before the escrow funds are to be released: Mr. Pasvogel, Jamie Elvestad, Brian 

Hilgardner, Jeff Hince, Jane Kansier, and a representative from the Providence Townhome HOA.  

Mr. Pasvogel will need to complete the items on that punch list prior to September 30th; 

otherwise the Township will complete the landscaping by using funds currently held in escrow.  

 

Tom Schmidt, an engineer with Aggregate Industries, presented plans for the installation of a 

mining conveyor line that is proposed to run from the Empire Plant Site, through the soon to be 

constructed box culvert under Highway 3, to the Brandtjen Reserves site.  Because of the 

alignment of the conveyor line through the box culvert, a portion of the line would need to go 

through the Chippendale Ave. right-of-way, located at the end of a cul-de-sac, where 

Chippendale is separated from Highway 3.  If permitted, the portion of the right-of-way, where 

the conveyor is located will have a locked gate for security.  Work on the box culvert installation 

is expected to take place in early October and the conveyor line should be constructed a few 

months after the installation of the box culvert.  It was reported that the Township’s attorney is 

advising that access to the right-of-way is permissible; however an encroachment agreement 

would need to be entered into between the Township and Aggregate Industries.  The Town 

Board provided Mr. Schmidt with a template agreement.  Mr. Schmit will work with the 



Township’s attorney to complete an agreement.  Ed Gerten made a motion to permit the use of 

the right-of-way at the end of the Chippendale Avenue cul-de-sac, north of Highway 3, for the 

proposed Aggregate Industries conveyor line, contingent upon the completion of an 

encroachment agreement for the right-of-way access, to be drawn up by the Township’s attorney.  

Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 

Bills to be paid: Ed Gerten made a motion to approve the attached list of bills in the amount of 

$57,919.66.  Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 3-0. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Maintenance / Sewer and Water / Road and Bridges 

Jeff Hince reported that new LED lighting was installed on the well house; there are still plans to 

put down additional gravel on some township roads; there are plans to repaint the town hall this 

fall; and hydrant flushing will take place in late September and early October.   

 

Park and Rec 

It was recommended that plans for the local hockey rink for this coming winter be discussed at 

the next Park and Rec. Committee meeting.   

 

Bolton & Menk Engineering 

The Town Board was provided with an e-mailed update on the street reconstruction project from 

Bolton and Menk Engineer, Brad Fischer.   

 

Planning 

Jane Kansier reported that a public hearing on a variance application from Techo-Bloc has been 

scheduled for the next Planning Commission Meeting, to take place on September 17th.  The 

application is to permit the construction of an additional highway sign on the property at which 

the business is located.  In addition to the Town Board liaison to the Planning Commission being 

present at the hearing, Jamie Elvestad stated that he will also likely attend.   The Clerk-Treasurer 

was instructed to publish notice of continuation of the Town Board meeting for this public 

hearing.   

 

Old Business: 

The Town Board reviewed an Application for Assemblage of Large Numbers of People for 

Skyview Ranch LLC on October 26th.   The application was submitted through Dakota County.  

It was reported that the Planning Commission has recommended approval of the application, 

provided that the provisions of the Township’s ordinance relating to large assemblies is followed 

and that the Dakota County Sheriff’s Department provides traffic control during the event.   

Jamie Elvestad made a motion to approve the Application for Assemblage of Large Numbers of 

People for Skyview Ranch LLC on October 26, 2019.  Ed Gerten seconded.  Motion passed 3-0.  

 

New Business: 

The Town Board was provided with a copy of the draft personnel policy.  Terry Holmes 

requested that the policy be reviewed and discussed with hopes of adopting the policy before the 

end of this year.   



FYI:   

The Town Board reviewed information from the Township Officers Association regarding the 

fall meeting coming up on September 19th; information from Charter Communications regarding 

programing fee changes; information on an upcoming meeting of the CAC for Flint Hills 

Resources; and information from Charter Communications on channel lineup changes.   

 

At 9:15 PM, the Town Board Meeting recessed until Tuesday, September 17th at the 8:00 PM 

Planning Commission Meeting.   

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Terry Holmes, Chairman Town Board 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Charles Seipel, Clerk - Treasurer 


