
Empire Township Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2020 
 

The Town Board meeting was called to order by Chairman Terry Holmes at 8:00 PM. 

 

Present were:  Terry Holmes, Jamie Elvestad, Charles Seipel, Jeff Hince, Denise Williamson, 

Jane Kansier and Brian Hilgardner.  Ed Gerten was absent.  

 

Agenda:  Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the agenda.   Jamie Elvestad seconded.  

Motion passed 2-0. 

 

Meeting Minutes: Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the minutes of the Town Board 

Meeting of January 28, 2020; the Planning Commission Meeting of February 4, 2020; and the 

Park & Rec. Committee meeting of February 10, 2020.   Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion 

passed 2-0. 

 

Treasurer Report: The treasurer’s report showed a General Fund Account balance of $29,560.73 

plus investments and an Escrow Account balance of $19,809.65 plus investments.  The report 

noted the transfer of $25,000 from General Savings to General Checking on 2/11/2020.      

 

Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the financial report.  Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion 

passed 2-0.   

 

Visitors:  Al Full was present to discuss his concern with drainage near his farm.  Brian 

Hilgardner reported on the plan to improve drainage in the area.   

 

Dakota County Sheriff Deputy O’Mera reported that things are going well.  There is an issue 

with snowmobiles in the public right of way and it should be clarified as to whether snowmobiles 

are allowed in the MXR right-of-way or not.     

 

Bills to be Paid:  Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the attached list of bills in the amount 

of $76,416.79.  Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 2-0.  

 

Committee Reports 

 

Park & Rec 

Nicole Bower was present to discuss her application for the Park & Rec Committee with the 

Town Board.  Nicole has lived in the Township for three years.  She likes what the Township has 

to offer and utilities the Township’s park and trail system.  She has a background in non-profit 

event planning.  A motion by Terry Holmes to appoint Nicole Bower to the Park & Rec 

Committee.  Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 2-0. 

 

 

 

 

 



Engineering: 

Brian Hilgardner reported that the 170th Street Roundabout Project will be going out for bids 

soon, he will be in contact with the Met Council regarding the status of the proposed letter of 

understanding between the Met Council sewer plant and Empire Township, and it will not be 

feasible to include the Chippendale frontage road on the Highway 3 project at this time.     

 

It was reported that there were outstanding invoices for planning and review of the Nielsen 

Property.  The Town Board reviewed the invoices and recommended that they be considered for 

approval at the next Town Board meeting.   

 

Planning: 

Jane Kansier presented a memo regarding a request for an IUP from Ames Construction to allow 

the expansion of the construction yard at 16500 Akron Ave.  The proposal is an expansion from 

the initial IUP for the site that was originally issued in 2016.  The proposed IUP expands the site 

from and existing 22 acres to 50 acres, with an additional 20 acres to be included for future 

expansion.  The applicant is also requesting the construction of a 130’ by 80’pole building and 

an 8’ by 10’ vestibule on the front of the property.  The applicant is also requesting a change in 

the hours of operation to include deliveries from 6PM to 6AM 2-3 times per week, to run 20-

hour shifts if needed, and to operate 24 hours per day with prior notification to the Township.  

Pat Mason with Ames Construction explained that the long shifts would not happen unless 

necessary.  The 24-hour hauling will be needed in order to complete a specific project, especially 

those on major roadways that are required to take place at night.   

 

A public hearing regarding this request was held by the Planning Commission on February 4th.  

No public comments were provided, and the Planning Commission recommended approval of 

the IUP.  

 

Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the IUP for Ames Construction to allow for the yard 

expansion at 16500 Akron Ave.  Jamie Elvestad Seconded.  Motion passed 2-0. 

 

Jane Kansier reported that an application for the construction of a telecommunications utility 

pole in the right of way has been received by the Township.  The State of Minnesota does not 

allow local units of government to prevent construction of these poles in the right of way but she 

will monitor its height and location through the permitting process.   

 

Old Business: 

None 

 

New Business: 

John Erickson with Pheasants Forever was present to discuss a project that his organization 

would like to implement in the wetland area of the Providence development.  There is no 

timeline for the project, however he is seeking information on areas for future projects at this 

time.  After discussing the proposal with Jeff, it was acknowledged that there is a problem with 

thistles in the area that need to be kept down.  John will check with his organization to see if 

there is a way to implement a project in this area that will also reduce the growth of thistles.  Al 

Full noted that the number of trees growing in that area need to be kept down.   



 

The Town Board reviewed a list of election judges for the March 3rd Presidential Primary and 

the March 10th Town Board Election.  Terry Holmes made a motion to approve the election 

judges for the March elections.  Jamie Elvestad seconded.  Motion passed 2-0. 

 

FYI: 

The Town Board reviewed information from Dakota County on the new Solid Waste 

Management Ordinance and the notice of Town Board Elections and Annual Meeting to take 

place on March 10th.   

 

The Town Board Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Terry Holmes Chairman, Town Board 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Charles Seipel, Clerk – Treasurer   

 
 
 
 
 
 


