
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
August 15, 2017 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Chair Tom Kaldunski.  
 
Present were:  Tom Kaldunski, Corey Schweich, Trent Larson, Jared Sachs, Jim Hagerty, and 
liaison Ed Gerten 
 
Public Hearing #1 was opened to consider the Interim Use Permit applications by FastSun19, 
LLC and Dakota Community Solar One, LLC, (continuation from July 18, 2017) for a one 
megawatt solar gardens to be located on approximately six acres of land for each solar garden 
on property owned by Greg and Charlotte Feely.  Empire received one letter that was read at 
the meeting. 
 
Discussion was held on the location of the panels, access road, landscaping and safety. 
 
Trent Larson made a motion to close the hearing.  Corey Schweich seconded.  Motion carried 5-
0.  Discussions were tabled to a future meeting. 
 
Public Hearing #2 was opened to consider amending and renewing the 5-year Interim Use 
Permit issued to Fischer Sand & aggregate for mineral extraction on the southeast ¼ of Section 
5 and part of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 8.  The proposed mining permit 
amendment/renewal will involve approximately 133 total acres of operations areas lying south 
of 170th Street.  No public comments. 
 
Hearing closed 5-0. 
 
Trent Larson made a motion to recommend approval of this request.  Jared Sachs seconded.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Public Hearing #3 to consider amending the Zoning Map of the Empire Township Zoning 
Ordinance corresponding with the 5-year  Interim Use Permit application (Hearing #2) by 
Fischer Sand & Aggregate to rezone from Ag Agricultural Preservation to ME Mineral Extraction.  
Tom Kaldunski made a motion to recommend approval.  Jim Hagerty seconded.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
Public Hearing #4 was opened to consider issuing an Interim Use Permit to Minnesota Solar 
Connection for a one megawatt wholesale solar energy collection and photovoltaic system on 
approximately 11 acres West of Biscayne Ave. and South of 170th Street.  Hearing closed 5-0. 
 
Jared Sachs made a motion to recommend approval of this application.  Jim Hagerty seconded.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 



A realestate agent was here to discuss the Hagen property on 210th Street.   The question is:  
How many lots can they have?  We think that the 5 lots can be combined to create 2 lots.   He 
was given a list of requirements and procedures to follow. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55. 
 
 


