
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
August 18, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order by chair, Tom Kaldunski at 8:00 p.m.… 
 
The Public Hearing to consider issuing an Intern Use Permit to SunEdison, LLC for a commercial 
solar energy collection and photovoltaic system on approximately 22.5 acres of the property 
owned by Greg and Charlotte Feely. 
 
Chad Baum sent a letter stating his concern for the impact to the value of his property, the 
scenery and wide open spaces. 
 
Mark Zwieg with SunEdison gave a brief overview stating nearest home was 583’.  The solar 
modules and racking are about 9’ high.  There will be dogwood trees 10’ spacing along a 6’ 
galvanized fence around the area to help cover.  The panels have a 25 year life and there is a 
disassembling plan in place.   There’s no concrete, they aren’t lit, one vehicle a month, no noise 
and no moving parts. 
 
Answers to questions were:  It’s a low voltage 5 MW solar farm.   
 
Property value?  There is no evidence as to lowering the property value of its neighbors.   
 
Harm to animals?  They can’t afford to have stray voltage so it should not harm animals.   
 
Water buildable due to impervious surface?  The panels are 6’ x 3.5’ with 1” gap for drainage.  
There are trenches for drainage.  Grass will be planted under the panels for water to soak into.  
There will be a Stormwater plan approved by Empire’s engineer.   
 
Additions to this site?  The system is designed for this program and will not be changed, added 
on.  SunEdison has solar sites in Shakopee and Hennepin.  
 
Maintenance from dirt?   If there is a drop in production they will have to desoil but Mother 
Nature usually takes care of it.  They should know in mid-September if it’s a viable site or 
shortly after.  SunEdison is hoping to start construction 4th quarter 2015. 
 
Maintenance?  Hail and tornados could damage it but it withstands 90 mph winds.  There are 5 
inverters.   
 



Inspections?  Xcell has a right to get into the transformers.  The company does inspections.  
There is a communication device in them that will tell them if there is any problems.  During 
construction there will be inspections to make sure they operate right. 
 
Poles?  There will be 10 distributor poles.  5 on each side of the road into the site.  25 – 30’ 
above ground and driven 10’ into the ground. After 25 years they will get pulled out.6’ Black 
hills spruce will be planted along the property lines 10 – 15’ apart.   
 
Benefits to the Township?  An increase in taxes $2,000 per year because it will be taxed 
commercial.  The company does not offer partnerships.  It will take away future need of a 
power plant. 
 
Farming?  There will be very little impact on the farming.  They should be able to access the 
fields either on the north or south side.  They can plant right up to the fence. 
 
Grading?  There won’t be any need for any master grading to be done.  It is a flat area.  Gravel 
will be added for the roadway. 
 
There will be a performance bond for use of road during construction along with other financial 
issues addressed in the permit. 
 
At 9:10 Jared Sachs made a motion to close the public hearing.  Jim Hagerty seconded.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
The Planning Commission would like to see a final site plan and landscape plan.  Dean will add it 
to the IUP. 
 
Tom Kaldunski made a motion to approve the Interim Use Permit.  Jim Hagerty seconded.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Brad Schmitz asked about subdividing his property.  There would be no road frontage and no 
access.  It’s also a low lying area. 
 
Tina Clay asked about a massage therapy business in her home.  There would be no more than 
five clients per day.  This would be allowed as a home occupation. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:20. 
 
 


